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attracted towards Socialism as a doctrinal system
in 1885, though before that he had been what
might be called an instinctive Socialist. From
his boyhood he had been troubled by the question:
Why is there so much poverty in the midst of
abundance ? He talked it over with comrades
in the pit. No one had any answer, save that
things were as they were because they could not
be otherwise. There had always been poverty,
and there always would be.
" Even men who were poor said and believed
that, and accepted the existing order as some-
thing unchangeable and part of the laws of
Nature."i
To Hardie came the conviction that poverty
was neither decreed by Nature nor ordained by
God, but was solely and exclusively the outcome
of wrong relations between men.
" I was not then a Socialist. I do not think
I had even heard the word Socialism. I
certainly knew nothing about its principles
but, just thinking in my own stupid way, I
came to the conclusion that if there were a
system of society in which co-operation, not
competition, and common ownership, rather
than individualistic aggression, obtained, the
change would be for the better. I can re-
member how the idea grew that the prime
necessity was that the workers of the country
1 Speech, in Co. Durham, 1902.